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Drofesstonal Ao¥erfisements, 


These will be received up to Thursday morning. 
Five lines or under 2/6; or two insertions 4/-; for 
three 5/-. 
Each line above five—first nsertion 6d; after first 3d. 
Average—seven words in a line. 
These Advertisements will not be inserted 
unless prepaid, and if replies are to be received at this 
office an extra ninepence must be included. 





RoyvaL CoLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


The Council will elect at its meeting on October 8th, 
three Local Secretaries for the conduct of the Examina- 
tions in Scotland, Dublin, and Liverpool respectively. 
The salaries will be as follows :— 

Scotland 30 guineas per annum 
Dublin 25 ae ee 
Liverpool 10 io = ms 

Applications, accompanied by copies of three recent 
testimonials, to be received not later than October Ist. 

For particulars as to duties, etc., apply to the under- 
signed. 

10 Red Lion Square, 


London, W.C, 1. Frep BuLtock, Secretary. 





Lancashire V.M.A. 


A meeting will be held at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, 
on Tuesday, 2ist Sept. 1920,at 4pm. The Presi- 
dent, A. W. Noel-Pillers, Esq. will occupy the chair. 
Agenda—Routine business: Discussion on Mr. E. H. 
Curbishley’s paper “ Auto-intoxication complicating 
serious gastro-intestinal diseases.” The President 
desires members to bring pathological specimens. 


JOHN SPRUELL, Hon. Sec. 





Eastern Counties V.M.S. 


A Meeting will be held at Star Hotel, Gt. Yarmouth, 
on Thursday, September 23rd at 2.30 o’clock sharp. 
The President Malcolm Bray, Esq., M.R.c.v.s. in the 
Chair. Agenda—Routine business ; To discuss Scale of 
Fees for the district as per memorandum sent out. 
Members are  eengwr! requested to introduce Clinical 
Cases, and exhibit Pathological Specimens. 








THe South AFRICAN SCHOOL OF MINEs AND TECHNO- 
LOGY, JOHANNESBURG (University of South Africa). 
The Council invites applications for the following 
appointment :— 

PROFESSORSHIP OF VETERINARY ANATOMY. 


Must have sound aggre chief branches veterinary 
science, but specially qualified in veterinary anatomy. 
Salary, £860 per‘annum, rising £30 annually to maximum 
of £1100. Appointment probationary for first two 
years. Allowance for travelling expenses £60, and half 
salary from sailing date until arrival. Duties commence 
15th February, 1921. j 

Medical certificate required before appointment. Age 
to be stated. Applications and testimonials, all in 
triplicate, to be sent to undersigned by 11th October. 
Further particulars may be obtained on application to 
“a. Guthrie and Co., Ltd., 9 Idol Lane, London, 

.C. 3. : 


Mallein and Tuberculin 


M EMBERS of the Profession may obtain Mallein 
and Tuberculin on application to the Principal 
Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, N.W.1., on 
the following terms: In bottles 6d. per dose ; minimum 
quantity supplied, two doses, In hermetically sealed 
tubes containing one dose each (specially suitable for 
use abroad), 1s. = dose. Concentrated (for the ophthal- 
mic test), in sealed tubes, 9d. per dose. 





Government of the Union of South Africa. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


PPLICATIONS are invited for appointment as 
District Veterinary Surgeons on the following 
conditions :— 

(1) Contracts for 3 years ; (2) Salary of £400 on the 
junior scale £400-30-550, with the possibility of advance- 
ment to any notch on the scale not exceeding £520 after 
one year’s service, and promotion to the scale £550-25- 
650 on reaching the top of the junior scale; (3) War 
bonus and local allowances in accordance with regu- 
lations ; (4) Free first-class transport from Southampton 
to destination in the Union, and return if service not 
continued on the expiration of the contract; (5) Half 
salary during royage ; (6) Applicants must hold the 
diploma of the —_ College of Veterinary Surgeons or 
its equivalent, and other things being equal, preference 
will be given to those under 28 yrs. Jun 3 (7) Selected 
candidates will be required to produce entirely satis- 
factory medical certificates on forms to be obtained from 
the High Commissioner, who will also supply further 
particulars of conditions on application. 

Applications, which may be submitted in any form 
which candidates consider desirable, together with 
copies of testimonials as to character, qualifications and 
—— all in duplicate, should reach the Secretary, 
Office of the High Commissioner for the Union of South 


~| Africa, 32 Victoria Street, S.W.1, not later than 11th 


October, 1920. 


Colonial Service, 


"THERE are Vacancies for Veterinary Officers in the 
Kenya Colony and Protectorate (formerly the East 
Africa Protectorate) and the Tanganyika Territory 
(formerly German East Africa). Salary £500 per annum, 
rising by £25 annually to £600, then, subject to satis- 
factory service, by £25 annually to £700. Pensionable. 
uarters free of rent are provided, or an allowance in 
lieu. Candidates must possess the qualification of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Further inform- 
ation and forms of application from the Assistant 
Private Secretary (Appointments), Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 8. W. 1. 


OCUM Tenens. M.R.C.V.S. (London) of long ex- 
perience and thorough reliability, will undertake 
above duties for practitioners. References if required. 
Address, L. Barnard, M.R.C.v.s., c/o Major Franklin, 
M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Infirmary, Worcester. 











Vaccines. 
V ETERINARIAN S may obtain Autogenous Vaccines 
on application to the Principal, Gia Veteri- 
nary College. Advice as to suitability of case. Sterile 
swabs with instructions supplied. Terms on application 
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GLANDERS. 


Perhaps no page in our history for the last twenty 
years is more satisfactory than our record against 
glanders. When this century began, glanders was 
still rife, and all our efforts against it were ham- 
pered by defective legislation. We knew that in 
mallein we had an agent capable of eradicating the 
disease ; but for many years the Government ob- 
stinately refused to use or even recognise the 
mallein test. Many of us can remember the slow 
progress made under the old ineffective Order of 
1894, and the long discouragement of all veter- 
inary efforts to improve it. It was not until 1907 
that, mainly owing to the untiring persistence of 
the late William Hunting, a really efficacious Order 
was obtained. 

Less than thirteen years have passed since then, 
and for the last six years we have worked under 
difficult conditions. Despite those, we are within 
sight of complete success against glanders. It may 
be rather difficult to extinguish the last flickers of the 
disease in the kingdom, and to guard against its re- 
introduction ; but both can certainly be done, and 
they are the only problems glanders now offers us. 
The figures for the last few years, and the many 
months that have passed since our last outbreak, 
show that this once dreaded disease is now the 
least serious scheduled one still with us. 

All this success is due to the rational application 
of the mallein test, which it was once so difficult to 
persuade the Government to adopt. If any further 
proof of the value of mallein were needed, our de- 
mobilisation experience would supply it. In pre- 
mallein days, demobilisation after such a war as we 
have had would have flooded the country with 
glanders. This time demobilisation was accom- 
plished without any increase of civil glanders, and 
that was due solely to the careful use of mallein in 
the Army. 





Iste oF Man Meetina, N.V.M.A. 


Mr. Malcolm’s circular letter to the Secretaries of 
Associations upon this subject requires prompt at- 
tention. As he indicates, there are difficulties con- 
nected with a meeting in the Isle of Man, and to 
deal with these well in advance is essential to suc- 
cess. If secretaries and members generally realise 
this and co-operate, the Isle of Man meeting may 
be made the record one. Without definite indica- 
tion, it is likely to be something a great deal less. 








THE MInIstry OF AGRICULTURE AND SHEEP SCAB 


In the Dundee Advertiser of the 4th inst., appears 
a report of a meeting of the executive committee of 
the County Council of Perthshire, and during the 
discussion on sheep dipping the lay inspector of the 
Ministry who attended is reported as having said 
‘ that total exemption might be granted so far as 
gimmers were concerned, as the disease (scab) was 
very infrequent amongst the female sheep.” A re- 
port of a similar nature has appeared in other papers 
that have a wide circulation in Scotland. 

That females are less liable to be attacked by 
acari is certainly novel news to many, and one 
wonders if the inspector is in receipt of what may 
be termed ‘ inside information,”’ 

Perhaps he has been reported wrongly. If so, it 
is the clear duty of the Ministry to issue a press 
notice pointing out that all classes of sheep are 
liable to be attacked with scab parasites. 

The time is now opportune for veterinary inspec- 
tors under the Diseases of Animals Acts to protest 
against lay inspectors being sent to interview 
officials of local authorities regarding veterinary 
matters. One seldom reads of a veterinary inspec- 
tor of the Ministry attending a County Council 
meeting and supporting the veterinary inspector of 
the local authority, or giving advice as to how 
contagious diseases should be controlled and 
eradicated. 

Scotland—always ahead in public health matters 
—is only given two whole-time veterinary inspectors 
of the Ministry and three lay inspectors ; and at the 
present time a movement is on foot amongst stock- 
owners to have the lay staff dispensed with so far as 
Scotland is concerned. 

Sheep scab will never be stamped out by Orders 

or by the entployment of laymen to supervise sheep 
dippings. 
_ The central and local authorities require. educat- 
ing that veterinary inspectors are the only persons 
properly qualified for this duty. The National 
Association of Veterinary Inspectors should petition 
the Ministry of Agriculture regarding the evil of 
sending lay inspectors to inform (or misinform, in 
many cases) local authorities on veterinary matters. 
Neither the Ministry of Health nor the Scottish 
Board of Health send laymen to instruct Medical 
Officers of Health or Local Authorities concerning 
the manner in which diseases of mankind are to be 
treated or controlled. 

The veterinary profession will never prosper by 
hiding its light under a bushel. 
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'round it, to my astonishment I found the complete 
INTRA-ABDOMINAL FCITUS. : skeleton of a pup. I told the owner that it must 
P iy 2 eee I — ge ‘og - <* — | a — one of a gene gd yp -_ —_ 
ale bitch whic ad whe e day ore,,|ined the uterus again, and found on the lower 
throwing four puppies at intervals of three hours, | surface a scar about 2} inches long which had 
— MEM Mktigatittioanw« 
’ ’ | bobtween 6 eages. 
mopishb, and took no notice of owner. | The owner then told me that he had bought the 
I found on examination a dirty black discharge bitch when she was pregnant the last time, and 
from the vulva, and suspected that she had a dead | that just before her first whelping she had been run 
up or else decomposing placenta, but on intro- over by an automobile and a V.S. was called in. 
ucing my finger into the uterus I could feel| He pronounced her dead, but a stiff tot of brandy 
nothing. Owing to the abdominal walls being brought her round, and marvellous to say she 
aie eompenabig Wiebe cutatt ite, 1 asl dans aie ax digs of ony pansbe. he thon 
’ ere were no signs of any puppies. e then 
unable to determine for certain if there was a pup owner asked the V.S. if he thought it would be 
left. I syringed her out with Lysol solution, and | safe to breed her again, in view of the accident she 
— ac aa eee be -, Lapaca are homed bia Rs - he said he did not think any harm 
ater a -| would result. 
form her as she was much worse, but on arrival I _I have seen very few cases of this nature recorded, 
found her dead. On manipulation of the abdomen, | and to my mind it is most interesting. Whether 
in tho covnen, but coud ooh walretend her ovt-|cteite I'am tat suse, beh am iaclned 2 think i 
i ’ -| uterus 1 am not sure, duG am inclined to think 1 
lapsing so suddenly, so asked the owner to let me| was primary. The four puppies were all fed on the 
open her. bottle for about a week, but are now all doing well 
LF at Pociagen Rage Resco | Bie Hage | . _—— bitch which had no pups but was full 
of milk. 
- myer = ori garwae : On ayn meson I| I will be glad to hear if any other members have 
elt a hard lump which struck me for the moment had a similar experience in the bitch. 
might be a tumour, but on pulling it out and tear- | Capt. T R. R. Hoaaan, M.R.0.V.8. 
ing away the bowels and mesentery adhering all Vancouver, British Columbia. 





MALFORMATION. 


I enclose two photos of calf exactly 
as born, which may be of interest to 
readers of The Record. This calf showed 
entire absence of spinal column from 
the last thoracic vertebra to the pelvis, 
with the result that it was doubled on 
itself, as shown, with the tail touching 
the near elbow and all the abdominal 
organs uncoyered. The scapula of the 
off fore leg was represented by a 
straight piece of bone about 1 inch wide, 
and the whole leg was thrown over thé 
neck in the position shown. The 
mother was a pure bred white short- 
horn cow, and the presentation breech, 
with the result that the abdominal 
organs came first, and I had an urgent 
= message from the owner to say 
that “a cow was putting her inside 
out.” Delivery was accomplished with 
very little an omen “a all ial ney 
arriving at the same time, and ¢ ee een That reindeer will eventually replace beef as the 
symptom of trouble whatever—either at the time world’s chief amet food is the belief of Mr. Stefansson, 
or afterwards. J. R. Baxrer, _the Arctic explorer, who was recently granted a 30 years’ 


Downington House, [Seip of rmit for reindeer in Baffin Land, including a 


Lechlade, Glos. Sept. 9th. 




















strip of land ten miles wide. The Hudson Bay Co. is 
said to be backing this huge project. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





Tae Dracnosis oF Equine Sarocoptic MAnanr. 


Van Sacegham contributed a note upon this ques- 
tion to the Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire in 1919. 
In the case of a single patient, the clinical diagnosis 
of mange presents serious difficulties. Papulo- 
vesicular lesions of the skin, and even pruritis, 
spontaneous or provoked, may be encountered in 
other cutaneous diseases. The sole scientific 
method of certainly diagnosing mange consists in 
demonstrating the sarcopt. This is considered 
difficult, because a defective technique is generally 
employed. The technique recommended by the 
author is as follows ;— 

After removing the crusts, which contain few 
parasites, the skin is scraped to the blood, prefer- 
ably in places where the hairs are fallen or worn off 
by rubbing. The scrapings are collected in a watch- 
glass, and are treated, not with a 30% potassium 
solution, the action of which the author considers 
too severe, but with Amann’s chlorallactophenol. 
This is a mixture of two parts of crystallised 
chloral hydrate and one part each of carbolic acid 
and pure lactic acid. 

The scrapings and reagent are heated slightly, 
and then a small portion of the material is placed 
upon a slide in a drop of chlorallactophenol, covered 
with a cover-glass, and microscopically examined 
under a low power.—(Jowrnal de Méd. Vét. et de 
Zootechnie). 





EXTERNAL PARASITES OF FowLs. 


The destruction of ticks upon fowls demands con- 
siderable time. It is netvessary either to extract the 
ticks one by one (which leaves a small and always 
harmful wound) or else to kill them, which may be 
done by touching each tick with a brush soaked in 
petrol, or by cutting them in two, as near the head 
as possible, with curved scissors. 

To free birds from other ecto-parasites, two sys- 
tems alone are efficacious and accessible to all. 
These are (1) impregnation of the feathers with 
petrol, and (2) baths of potassium pentasulphide. 
All the so-called insecticide powders are efficacious 
only on condition of being very fresh, and this is not 
easily attainable in practice. Moreover, in order to 
make the powders adhere, it is necessary, before in- 
sufflation, to lubricate the plumage with soapy 
water. 

Painting the internal aspect of the feathers with 
a tooth brush soaked in petrol gives excellent results, 
but care should be taken not to touch the skin with 
petrol, as this provokes a slight irritation. 

In graver cases, in which the fowls are covered 
with acari, it is necessary to resort to baths of a 3% 
solution (made with boiling water) of potassium 
pentasulphide. The solution is cooled to 30° F., 
and the fowl is entirely immersed ii it (excepting 
the head) for a minute. The solution should not 
touch the eyes, and therefore the feathers of the 
head are merely moistened with a brush or with the 


finger. When the operation is complete, the feath- 
ers are lightly pressed to facilitate dripping, and the 
birds are then placed upon a large hed of litter, 
protected from cold, draughts, and the sun. 

Parasites may sometimes determine diseases of 
the eyes. ‘Parasitic epidemics of the eyes are 
treated with a 3% solution of copper sulphate or 
with washes of tepid solution of boric acid, and in- 
stallations (twice daily) of a 0:25% collyrium of sil- 
ver nitrate. The majority of diseases of the eye, 
however, are consequences of some other affection, 
such as coryza, diphtheria, etc.—(La Clinica Veteri- 
naria). 





HYoscyAMINE IN Nervous Coric. 


G. Bouchet, in Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire 
of last year, calls attention to the value of hyos- 
cyamine in certain cases of colic. In cases of dull 
colic with long paroxysmal crises, which sometimes 
last four or five days, without profound alterations 
of the circulation, and in which an intestinal lesion, 
a vesical spasm, or other nervous alterations may 
be suspected, hyoscyamine is found more useful 
than morphine. It is used in the form of the 
hydrochlorate, which is very soluble, in the dose of 
from 0-04 to 0:06 gramme in aqueous solution. If 
the case is one of nervous colic, the colicky pains 
cease completely ten minutes after the injection. 
In cases in which the pains return, three, four, or 
five injections may be repeated in a period of twelve 
hours. Like atropine, hyoscyamine provokes ener- 
getic midriasis. It is less toxic than scopolamine, 
the other alkaloid obtained from Hyoscyamus niger. 
—(La Clinica Veterinaria). R. 

{Probably few English veterinarians have any 
practical experience of hyoscyamine worth men- 
tioning ; but those who refer to the standard litera- 
ture upon it will see that, if the claims advanced 
above for it are justified, atropine should be a good 
substitute for it in the cases in question.—Transl. | 


W.R.C. 








NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
SouTHERN Countiss Division. 





In conjunction with the joint meeting held at the 
Midland Hotel, London, on Thursday, September 2nd, a 


business meeting of the Southern Counties Society was 


also held for the election of new members and other 
formal business. The President (Mr. G. H. Livesey of 
Hove) presided, and there was a numerous attendance. 
On the proposition of Mr. MacCormack the minutes 
of the previous meeting as published in The Veterinary 
Record were taken as read and confirmed. 

Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. T. Angwin) 
reported letters from members acknowledging their elec- 
tion, and from the National V.M.A. respecting the Con- 
ference to be held in the Isle of Man next July. One of 
the letters was from Mr. Garnett, the late President of 
the Royal College, who wrote from Windermere thanking 
the members of the Society for electing him a honorary 
fellow. He wrote, “I appreciate their ;kindness very 
highly, and trust sometime I may be able to attend their 





meetings when I may thank them in person.” 
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The letter from the National V.M.A. asked to be in- 
formed of the number of members who would be likely 
to attend the Conference. 

The PresipENT remarked that it seemed to him to be 
absolutely impossible for their Secretary to supply that 
information at the present time. i R 

Mr. Bioxsome : In these days of expensive travelling. 
I cannot see why on earth they want to go tothe Isle of 
Man for a Conference. 

Mr. ANewin : Norcan I. Ishould have thought they 
could have selected a much more central place myself. 

The PrestpEnt : It seems to me, gentlemen, that if 
there are any of our members who can make up their 
minds before the Ist of October that they will be able 
to go over to the Isle of Man next summer they can 
communicate with the Secretary of the National direct, 
but I don’t think that this Society can be responsible in 
any way. 

ewmembers. Mr. J. WitLett, Mr. C. H. SHEATHER, 
and Capt. ReEs-Moaa, who were nominated for member- 
ship at the last meeting, were elected. The Secretary 
also submitted two other applications for membership 
under the new rules. 

The PRESIDENT said one of these was from Mr. C. G. 
Saunders, of West Worthing, whom he had much pleasure 
in proposing for election as a Fellow, and he asked them 
to confirm this. This was at once agreed to. 

The President also wished to bring forward the name 
of another gentleman for election under their new rules 
as a honorary associate, and that was Mr. Fred Bullock, 
the Secretary of the Royal College. He proposed that 
Mr. Bullock be elected a honorary associate of their 
Society as a mark of their respect and appreciation for 
the excellent work he had done during the last 14 years 
for the veterinary profession, and in particular for the 

t care he had expended on the Veterinary Surgeons 

mendment Act. It was not usual he was aware for a 
Society like theirs to elect a gentleman who was not a 
member of their profession, but he thought they could 
look on Mr. Bullock as a veterinary surgeon in spirit and 
heart, even if he did not hold the qualification of the 
Royal College. (Applause). He was one of them to all 
intents and purposes, and he thought the least they 
could do, if they could not elect him an ordinary mem- 
ber, was to make him a honorary associate so that he 
might enjoy with them the pleasure of meeting them at 
their gatherings as one of themselves, and not ower 4 as 
an officer of the College. (Applause). Mr. Bullock had 
been Secretary of the College for some years now, and 
was respected and esteemed by them all. It might per- 
haps be said by some “ Mr. Bullock has done very good 
work we agree, but he is paid for his work.” But there 
is a very great difference in the way people do their 
work. He could assure them from what he knew of Mr. 
Bullock personally and from what he had seen andheard 
of him that he gave more than value for what he had re- 
ceived. eupeesee). Some of them might not know 
that Mr. Bullock was also appreciated outside the pro- 
fession for what he had done, and that the French 
Government had seen fit to honour him for his researches 
in French literature. In addition to his work for the 
College he had found time to interest himself in other 
subjects and gain distinctions, and he thought they 
would add honour to their own Society by electing him 
an ag ye Fellow. (Applause). 

Mr. MacCormack had very great pleasure in second- 
ing. He knew something of what Mr. Bullock had done 
for the profession, and he yey yt endorsed every 
word the President had said. (Applause). 

* The proposition was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. BuLLocK in reply remarked that he did not want 
to detain them by a long speech, but he should like to 
be allowed to say just a few words, which came from his 
heart, of how very much he appreciated this great honour 


they had conferred upon him. He was apparently their 
first Honorary Associate, but to him this meant even 
more than that; it was his first initiation as it were 
into the Brotherhood of Veterinary Surgeons, a formal 
recognition of his being in heart and soul one of the 
veterinary profession. (Applause). The encouragement 
this would give him to go on as he had been trying to do 
in the past, would be such as would, he hoped, give him 
renewed strength to work still harder for the benefit of 
the profession. They knew quite as well as he did what 
a secretary had to do and what importance attached to 
his sticking to his job, but he could assure them that 
this mark of their appreciation would be an incentive to 
him to do, as hitherto, all he could to further the objects 
of their association, and of the veterinary profession in 
this country. (Applause). 

The Hon. Secretary submitted various accounts for 
payment amounting to a total of £8 13s. Sd., of which 
£4 3s. were special expenses connected with the print- 
ing and distributing of the new rules, and on the pro- 
position of Mr. MacCormack seconded by Mr. Samson 
these were ordered to be paid. 

Under the heading of general business, the President 
raised the question of holding a dinner in London during 
the Cattle Show week, as they used to do before the 
war, adding that if he might make a suggestion it would 
be that they should have a short meeting before, at 
which he thought he could promise to arrange for a 
paper, and that the dinner should be held fairly early in 
the evening to give the country members an oppor- 
tunity of remaining for it and catching their trains. 

Mr. ANGWIN proposed that a meeting and dinner be 
held in December as suggested by the President, and 
this was seconded by Mr. Samson and carried. 

It was also decided that the arrangements be left in 
the hands of the Hon. Secretary. 

Jas. T. ANGWIN. 








NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 





THE RESPONSIBILITY OF VETERINARY SURGEONS FOR 
NEGLIGENCE: A Review by James R. Gis, Advocate, 
Lecturer on Veterinary Jurisprudence at the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. Presented at 
the meeting in Edinburgh, July 28th. 


Definition of Negligence. What is negligence? Many 
attempts have been made to define what is covered by 
the term “negligence,” with varying results, and the 
term has a somewhat different meaning when used in the 
criminal law as opposed to to the civil law. Mr. Justice 
Stephen (History of the Criminal Law, vol. ii, p. 123) 
observes that the meaning of negligence, in the common 
use of language, is very general and indefinite. It is 
practically synonymous with heedlessness or carelessness, 
not taking notiee of matters relevant to the business in 
hand, of which notice might and ought to have been 
taken. This meaning is no doubt included in the legal 
sense of the word, but in reference to criminal law the 
word has also the wider meaning of omitting, for what- 
ever reason, to discharge a legal date, e,g., the omission 
by a medical man to exercise that skill which it is his 
duty to exercise. The definition, however, which has 
now come to be generally accepted is that laid down in 
the case of Blyth v. the Birmingham Water Works Coy. 
(1 Ex., p. 784), by Baron Alderson, where he defined 
negligence as “the omission to do something which a 
reasonable man, guided upon those considerations which 
ordinarily regulate the conduct of human affairs, would 





do, or doing something which a prudent and reasonable 
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man would not do ;” and this is the standard also adop- 
ted in America, where, in the New York penal code, the 
terms “ neglect,” “negligence,” “ negligent,” and “ negli- 
gently,” import the want of such attention to the nature 
or probable consequences of the act or omission asa pru- 
dent man ordinarily bestows in acting in his own con- 
cerns. The object, however, of this paper is not an at- 
tempt to define or criticise definitions which have been 
given of negligence, or even to attempt a definition, but 
to consider the law of negligence as affecting the veteri- 
nary surgeon in the course of his professional duties ; 
and this aspect of negligence will be considered from the 
legal standpoint and not from the standpoint of the 
practitioner, as it is from this standpoint that the Court 
decides in an action brought against a surgeon. 

Spondet Peritiam Artis. That part of the law of 
negligence which treats of the responsibility of a veteri- 
nary surgeon falls within the legal maxim, Spondet peri- 
tiam artis et imperitia culpe enumeratur, which has 
been explained by Lord Trayner (Latin Maxims and 
Phrases) thus: He is responsible for skill in his profes- 
sion, and want of such skill is regarded as a fault. Where 
one employs skilled labour, such as the services of a 
physician or a lawyer, he is entitled to rely on the per- 
son so employed having and exercising ordinary skill ; 
the person so employed professes to possess, and is re- 
sponsible for, such skill, and the want of it is regarded as 
a fault, which subjects him in damages for whatever 
consequences may arise from his deficiency. As already 
indicated great difficulty has been experienced in at- 
tempting to define the term “ negligence,” but the stand- 
ard by which negligence on the part of a professional 
man is tested is a very much more serious problem. The 
general rule, however, which has been evolved and fol- 
lowed was that laid down by Tindal, C. J., in the case of 
Lanphier v. Phipos (8 C. & P., 479), where he said : 
“Every person who enters into a learned profession un- 
dertakes to bring to the exercise of it a reasonable de- 
gree of care and skill. He does not undertake, if he is 
an attorney, that at all events aes shall gain your case, 
nor does a surgeon undertake that he will perform a cure, 
nor does he undertake to use the highest possible degree 
of skill. There may be persons who have higher educa- 
tion and greater advantages than he has, but he under- 
takes to bring a fair, reasonable, and competent degree 
of skill.” In judging the degree of skill in a professional 
man each particular case must depend to a very great 
extent upon its own peculiar circumstance, but governed 
by certain facts which have been held by the Courts to 
be prima facie evidence of negligence. 

egistration presumes Ability, In the first place, 
therefore, we shall consider the law as affecting the regi- 
stered veterinary practitioner. The Veterinary Surgeons 
Act of 1881 was passed in order to enable persons re- 
quiring the aid of veterinary surgeons to distinguish be- 
tween qualified and unqualified praotitioners. The lead- 
ing objects of the Act are the creation of a register, and 
for the examination of students with a view to their 
admission as registered members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons on passing the prescribed examin- 
ations ; and the standard required as a pass is based 
upon the minimum amount of knowledge which the ex- 
aminers demand from a candidate. The very fact that 
a veterinary surgeon is in possession of a diploma, and is 
registered under the Act, raises the presumption that he 
has ability in his profession and exercises it duly ; and 
if any injury results from his treatment, the courts will 
hold that he is competent, and that the treatment is 
correct until the contrary be shown. Of course it must 
be understood that we are treating at this stage with the 
law affecting the ordinary practitioner, and not to one 
holding himself out as a specialist in a particular branch 
of veterinary science. 








Duty of Practitioner. Now, the mere acceptance of a 
case imposes duties upon the practioner, and there may 
be a claim in respect of negligence either by commission, 
i.e. from the want of ordinary skill in the discharge of 
professional duties, or by omission, z.c. from negligence 
in the active discharge of such duties. In this connec- 
tion Sir William Jenner observed that “more mistakes 
are made, many more, by not looking than by not know- 
ing.” Omissions are usually the bases of errors of diag- 
nosis ; errors of treatment are nearly always sins of 
commission. It is always within the right of every vet- 
erinary surgeon to refuse to attend a case unless it be 
that he is under contract to do so; but, having under- 
taken the case, he is liable for any negligence, whether of 
omission or commission. If he holds himself out as a 
veterinary surgeon, he thereby informs the community 
that he possesses sufficient skill for reasonable success, 
and that he will give his attention to the case, but he 
does not become an actual ensurer, and he is not to be 
tried by the result of his remedies. The contract which 
is impliedly set up between the parties is that he will 
bring such reasonable skill and diligence as are ordinarily 
exercised by thoroughly educated surgeons ; and if more 
than this be demanded, then there must be a special 
bargain to that effect, which it would be unwise for any 
practitioner to undertake. 

Ensuring a Cure. - Upon the question of ensuring a 
cure, Pollock, C. B., in Collins v. Rodway (14 Veterin- 
arian, 102), addressing the jury, who were trying a case 
of negligence brought against a farrier for “ pricking” 
said : “I need hardly tell you that an operation of this 
sort cannot be considered in the light of an insurance. 
If you apply to a surgeon or a medical man to cure you 
of any disorder, he is liable if there is any want of skill 
or proper care ; and I observed that one of you asked 
whether pricking a horse was a frequent accident. I 
think the answer to that immediate question was, that 
it was not, at all events, very infrequent ; still, it may 
happen without any great degree of unskilfulness attach- 
ing toit. The operation most resembles that of shaving, 
If a man undertakes to shave another, he would not be 
responsible for every abrasion of the skin that the bar- 
ber might make ; it requires a degree of skilfulness and 
care, and it might be hardly possible to operate upon 
a certain person without something of that sort taking 
place ; and although an accident may happen,’such as in 
this case, it may be that the foot of the horse was in such 
a state that it would be difficult to perform the opera- 
tion.” 

Advanced position of Profession. In questions where 
the skill of the practitioner is attacked, the advanced 
position of the profession as a whole at the time of the 
alleged a must be taken into account, and 
Bouvier in his Jnstitutes (secs. 1004-1005) sets out the 
following favourable rule: “The least amount of skill 
with which a fair proportion of the practitioners of a 
given locality are endowed, is to be taken as the criterion 
by which to judge the physician’s skill or ability” ; and 
Ordronaux (Jurisprudence of Medicine, sec. 23) put it 
thus: “It has been finally determined to consider the 
least amount of skill compatible with a scientific know- 
ledge of the healing art as sufficient to predicate the ex- 
istence of ordinary skill.” The Courts have never 
attempted to set up an ideal practitioner as a model 
from which to judge every practitioner ; and if we com- 
pare the facilities of the town practitioner to acquire 
knowledge in his professien in the form of — 
libraries, hospitals, and other such means of raising his 
standard of skill, and he fails to take advantage of these 
benefits, his position will be more adversely judged than 
that of the country eS far removed from the 
seats of learning, and miles away from another veterin- 
ary surgeon, whom he rarely sees, and little or no facili- 
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ties for acquiring knowledge, whose case indeed will be 
judged upon an entirely different and more lenient foot- 
ing. 

Exercising independent judgment. A practitioner in 
his dealings must exercise his own judgment, and he will 
not be held responsible for the highest degree of skill, 
even though he has come to an erroneous conclusion, 

ovided that conclusion is honest and according to his 

t light (Heath v. Gibson, 3 Oregon, 64), unless the 
negligence is so gross as to be inconsistent with that de- 
gree of skill which it is the duty of every professional 
man to As has been well remarked : “ The law 
demands qualification in the profession practised, not 
extraordinary skill such as pry to few men of rare 
genius and endowment, but that degree which ordinarily 
characterises the profession ; but the client is entitled to 
the benefit of the increased knowledge of the day. The 
physician or surgeon who assumes to exercise the healing 
art is bound to be up to the improvements of the day. 
The standard of ordinary skill is on the advance ; and 
he who would not be found wanting must apply himself 
witk all diligence to the most accredited sources of know- 
] ” (M‘Candless v. M‘Wha, 22 Pa. Rep., 261). 

nsurtable occasions. Mention has already been made 
of the right of a veterinary surgeon to refuse a case, and 
it often happens that surgeons are called upon to per- 
form operations at undesirable times and places. If the 
surgeon undertakes the case in circumstances where, say, 
the ny - is unsuitable or the light is bad, or it ma 
be that he has had a heavy day’s work and is fetigned, 
and his client presses him to undertake the work, then 
the surgeon is still responsible for any want of ordinary 
skill or attention. -In one case (Collins v. Rodway, cit.) 
Chief Baron Pollock gave the jury the following direc- 
tion in law : “ If you go to any place, and call in a sur- 
geon or a farrier, or any person, to perform an operation, 
if the time is inconvenient, and if the light be not suffi- 
cient, and if the occasion be not suitable, he is bound to 
say, ‘I will not do it.’ If he does it, he is answerable, 
unless indeed he distinctly and explicitly says, ‘I do it 
at your urgent request, but I will not be responsible for 

e consequences, ” 

Tevet Uy to this point we have been dealing with 
the question of want of skill in active treatment, and we 
now turn to neglect ; and in the same way as the Courts 
punish the want of skill, so also do they regard the 
want of attention—as, for example, where a man goes 
a-hunting and neglects his patient, and injury results. 
When a veterinary surgeon is in charge of any particular 
case, he is the proper judge as to the number of visits 
and attention required, and a claim made against the 
surgeon is not necessarily judged by the paucity or 
surplus of his visits, “ but whenever any important step 
in the treatment of disease is neglected, or any impor- 
tant gy da it overlooked, which might have been used 
for the benefit of the patient, then it may be averred 
that the physician has been guilty of negligence, how- 
ever ous he may otherwise have been at different 
periods of his treatment ” (Ordronaux, sec. 68). This is 
well illustrated in the Scots case of Farquhar v. Murray 
(3 F., 864). In that case a doctor was called in to pre- 
scribe for a diseased finger, which he ordered the patient 
to poultice, and to continue keeping it poulticed till he 
saw him again, he promising to call next day. The 
doctor did not call or send anyone else, and after the 

tient had continued the treatment for a week, and the 

octor not calling, the patiegt’s wife wrote to the doctor, 
and, in response, a locum tenens called, when it was 
found that the effect of the poulticing was such that it 
became to amptutate the finger. Lord Mon- 
crieff, in the course of his judgment, said: “I do not 
doubt that in some circumstances a medical man may 
render himself liable in damages if through gross negli- 
gence or remissness he induces or permits a patient to 





continue under a course of treatment which, though 
beneficial at first, becomes injurious and dangerous if 
continued too long. If, for instance, a doctor prescribes 
medicine containing a small dose of poison, the action of 
which, though beneficial, if taken with caution, requires 
to be watched, and, if necessary, stopped after a certain 
time, and tells the patient to continue to take it until 
his next visit, and then without reasonable excuse, 
through carelessness, fails to vis:t his patient, serious 
consequences ensue, I think there is clearly a right 
of action against the medical man. In the case sup- 
posed the doctor has undertaken the case, and the 
patient is not expected to be qualified to know the 
effect of the drug or how long it can be taken with im- 
punity. The mode of treatment prescribed by the 
doctor in the present case was not a poison, but a poul- 
tice, and therefore at first sight, perhaps, the case 
appears more trifling. But the consequences to the 
patient were serious enough, as a finger had to be 
amputated.” 

he Court allowed the case to be sent to the jury to 
try the following issue: Whether the defender (the 
doctor), in violation of his duty to the pursuer (the 
patient), negligently failed to give suflicient and proper 
attention and care to the pursuer as his patient, in con- 
sequence of which the pursuer’s finger had to be ampu- 
tated, to the loss, injury, and damage of the pursuer 

Association of Skill and Diligence. —Skill and dili- 
gence may be considered, therefore, as indissolubly 
associated, since skill judges of the measure of diligence 
required, and also furnishes the latter with the eyes of 
observation and the hands of execution ; while diligence, 
on her part, gives cumulative power to skill, and leaves 
no link wanting in the continuous train of treatment 
(Ordronaux, sec. 68). 

Conveying Infection.—Again, neglect in taking pre- 
cautions against conveying infection has been held a 
ground upon which damages have been given against a 
medical practitioner ; and it is thought necessary to 
note this point in ing, in view of the numerous sche- 
duled diseases under the Diseases of Animals Acts. A 
physician during his attendance upon a patient, and at 
the same time attending patients suffering from small- 

x, had, by want of proper care, communicated the 
infection to the other pees and his family. In an 
action which followed the patient was found entitled to 
damages which he had sustained by bodily suffering 
and loss of time (Piper v. Merifex, 12 B. Monr. 465, 
Kentucky). 

The Specialist.—The general rules of law which apply 
to the ordinary practitioner apply to the specialist, but 
the standard of skill and diligence required of him is 
raised, and he is judged by the standard of those of his 
own rank, which demands the possession of special 
knowledge or acquired skill. Beven illustrates this by 
the following example (Negligence in Law, vol. i. p. 28) : 
A dangerous surgical operation is to be performed by a 
specialist. The question of the care or want of care in 
the conduct of it is based on a special knowledge of the 
mechanical means of carrying out the operation needed, 
and an acquired skill in the use of those means. One, 
not a medical‘man, is invited to undertake it. Even if 
the circumstances bound him to a perfect care in the 
conduct of the operation, he would not rise to the level of 
the diligence of the specialist, though the care exacted 
from him might be tenfold that which the specialist is 
expected to afford ; for in the specialist’s case there 
would be required the additional factor of special know- 
9 Thus, though the non-specialist might exercise 
unfailing care, he would not be on the same plane with 
the specialist, whose efficiency would be determined by 
two factors—knowledge, and care guided b: snowadee, 
oe care merely unrelated to know If he 


ailed in care to an extent that would, in the ..bsence of 
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knowledge, make him liable on the basis of cu/pa lata, 
his failure would still be referable to his duty as a 
specialist ; and if he failed in knowledge, it would still 
be oe, same test—that of the specialist—that would be 
applied. 

Duties of Employer : (1) Selection of Proper Adviser.— 
While there are duties imposed upon veterinary sur- 
geons, there are also duties imposed upon the client, and 
not the least of these is the selection of the person cailed 
in to attend to the case. Should the employer call in an 
unqualified practitioner, knowing him to be such, then 
any negligence on the part of the “ quack ” is judged b 
his standard, as he is only bound to use the skill whic 
he possesses, and the employer has taken the risk of his 
want of qualification ; or, should he employ one to per- 
form an operation who does not profess the veterinary 
art, then the employer, if anything unfortunate should 
happen, has himself entirely to Sion. This is well 
illustrated by Sadi (Gulistan), thus: “A man'who had 
a disorder in his eyes called on a farrier for a remedy ; 
and he applied to them a medicine commonly used for 
his patients. The man lost his sight, and brought an 
action for the damages ; but the judge said, ‘ No action 
lies, for, if the complainant had not himself been an ass, 
he would never have employed a farrier.’” Accordingly, 
therefore, the primary duty of the employer is to resort 
in case of need to a qualified veterinary surgeon. 

(2) Co-operate with Adviser.—Another duty of the 
employer is to co-operate with his adviser, and to adhere 
to the instructions which are given, and if the employer 
does not do so he cannot hold his adviser responsible. 
But there must be a substantial disregard of the instruc- 
tions, or such an amount of recklessness as would defeat 
the effect of the treatment prescribed. 

(3) Special Features to be communicated.—The em- 
ne also should inform the practitioner as to the 

nown defects and difficulties attending a particular 
case, in order that the practitioner may have as much 
material as possible to guide and warn him of the risk 
which he may run in performing a difficult operation, 
and this brings us to the doctrine known as “ contribu- 
tory negligence.” 

Contributory Negligence.—Contributory negligence 
simply means that, even assuming there has been negli- 

ence on the part of the practitioner, yet the employer 
oe by his own carelessness, or want of care, contributed 
to the injury, which, by ordinary care, he might have 
avoided. A good example of this doctrine is illustrated 
in an American case (Geiselmann v. Scott, 25 Oh. St., 86) 
where a doctor was being sued for malpractice in the 
treatment of a swollen ankle and diseased foot. In 
charging the jury, the judge said: “‘ If you find that the 
defendant directed the plaintiff to observe absolute rest 
as a part of the treatment to his foot, and that direction 
was such as a surgeon or a physician of ordinary skill 
would adopt or sanction, and the patient negligently 
failed to observe such direction, or purposely disobeyed 
the same, and that such negligence or disobedience 
approximately contributed to the injury of which he 
complains, he cannot recover in this action, although he 
may prove that the defendant’s negligence and want of 
skill also contributed to the injury, he injured party 
must not have contributed at all.” Again, this rule of 
law has been laid down in a Scots case (M‘Naughton v. 
Caledonian Railway, 21 D. 160) thus: “ Where an event 
is brought about directly by the culpa of two persons, 
whether joint or several, where the cu/pa of each has 
contributed to produce the event, and the event would 
not have been produced but for the culpa of both, there 
can be no claim as between these persons for reparation 
of injury flowing from the event.’ It will be observed 
from this latter definition that both acts of negligence 
synchronise one with another ; but where the negligence 





of one party precedes the other, there are distinctions in 
law, and the rules which have been formulated are 
shortly : (1) if B has been negligent, but A, by his sub- 
sequent negligence, fails to avoid being injured, A cannot 
sue B ; (2) if A has been negligent, but B, by his subse- 
quent negligence, has failed to avoid injuring A, A can 
sue B ; (3) where A and B have been contemporaneously 
negligent, neither can sue.the other. To continue this 
subject further, however, would involve the considera- 
tion of the whole law of contributory negligence, with 
which it is not proposed to deal with in the limits per- 
mitted, and the general propositions of law, therefore, 
have merely been noticed. 

Experimental Treatment.—Another point which occa- 
sionally comes up in cases before the court, but which 
just falls within the term “negligence,” is that of 
adopting treatment not in accordance with the recog- 
nised practice at the time existing. The fact that a case 
has been treated in a new way does not of itself raise a 
presumption of negligence in the event of injury result- 
ing. As has been a rae stated, practitioners must 
keep themselves up to the standard of present-day 
knowledge ; and veterinary science has made, and is 
making, rapid progress in all its branches, and without 
experiments this progress could not be maintained un- 
less novel or experimental treatment were steadily 
e:«cied on. Where the course of treatment to be applied 
in a — case has been long established and recog- 
nised by the profession as the reliable and correct 
method, it will be well for the practitioner to consult 
with his employer as to the proposed experiment if he 
desires to keep himself safe—especially so if the experi- 
ment be more in the nature of guesswork than of a well- 
considered line of action. No doubt practitioners are 
anxious, and rightly so, to make a name for themselves ; 
and if the experiment be successful, then the employer 
is satisfied ; but if there be injury, the first to com- 
plain and bring an action is the dissatisfied employer. 
Great caution should therefore be taken with regard to 
experiments. 

Retiring from a Case.—As « practitioner is entitled to 
decline a case, sO also can he retire from one at any 
time, provided he gives intimation that he intends to do 
so. The intimation must be so = that his employer 
may be in a position to have his services replaced by 
another. If he does abandon a case without due notice, 
he is responsible for any injury which may result there- 
from. Ordronaux (sec. 14) says: “ The contract is for 
the performance of a service of indefinite duration, and 
usually without stipulation for its continuance during 
any particular period. It is plainly a fraud upon the 
employer to abandon or neglect discharging the trust 
after having accepted it, for the acceptance constitutes a 
promise, and promise is a good foundation upon which 
to rest a legal obligation. If the physician retires from 
it, he can only do so by placing the employer in as good 
circumstances as he found him, and by giving due notice 
of his intention.” It will be no answer to an action 
founded on negligence that the practitioner ‘has received 
the consent of his employer to retire from the case, as 
this may have been obtained from him without his 
knowledge of any injury at the time of giving consent, 
and it will be sufficient for the employer in an action 
to show that his consent had been obtained by mis- 
representation. : J 

Questions for Jury. In conclusion, when an action 
has been brought against a practitioner for negligence, 
the questions which have to be decided by the jury 
are :— 


1. Did the practitioner undertake to treat the animal ? 
2. Did he do so either with negligence or ignorance ! 
3. Did this negligeuce or ignorant treatment cause in- 


jury ? 
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If the jury be of opinion that there has been a culpable 
want of skill and care on the part of the practitioner he 
will be found liable in damages for the injuries sus- 
tained. 

Tribunals. A few closing words may be added in re- 
gard to the proper tribunal to try cases founded on 
negligence brought against members of the respective 
learned professions, as to which there has been consider- 
able controversy. In Great Britain the judges of fact 
consist of twelve laymen, while in some of the countries 
abroad questions as to bad and unskilful treatment are 
submitted to assessors. The feeling in this country 
7 the question is fairly evenly divided ; and in view 
of the system of trial by jury of laymen having existed 
for many generations, it will be an uphill fight for the 
professions to have their actions tried by tribunals com- 
posed of their professional brethren. Ordronaux (sec. 
54), speaking of actions brought against practitioners, 
says: “In the majority of cases these actions are the 
direct offspring of envy, hatred, malice, and all unchari- 
tableness, and, whenj{rocked in the cradle of calumny and 
nursed by the hand of speculation, injury is often inflict- 
ed upon the character of the physician, who is at the 
same time left without any proper remedy at law. The 
effect, also, of such suits upon the public mind is apt to 
be pernicious, for success in obtaining damages Often 
stimulates others into a repetition of the experiment, 
and the physician consequently practises his art in chains 
being perpetually exposed to the risk of a snit which 
may ruin his reputation as well as his fortune. It be- 
comes lawyers, therefore, to consider, when called upon 
to institute such suits, that little value can be placed on 
the ipse dixit of a layman sitting as critic upon the pro- 
fessional conduct of a physician. And that, aside from 
such personal delinquencies as drunkenness, or gross 
negligence, cruelty towards or abandonment of his 
patients, the field in which a physician discharges his 
professional duties is practically terra incognita to the 
unlearned, and one where no lay critic can follow him.” 

These strictures, however, may be too strong, as, after 
all, before a case is proceeded with, a certain amount of 
prima facie evidence is required ; and here let it be ob- 
served that the brethren of the professional man are 
often more severe to the alleged delinquent tian the 
Jaymen. When a practitioner is called upon to report 
upon the negligence of a brother practitioner, he is not 
infrequently prompted either by selfish or spiteful mo- 
tives in framing his report. In all cases where the re- 
putation of a brother practitioner is concerned, the most 
anxious consideration should be given to all the facts 
and circumstances before finally making up one’s mind 
to condemn, because it is usually upon his report that an 
action is brought, and in many cases these actions would 
never see the light of day if the reporter were just a little 
more chraitable and sympathetic. On the other hand, 
where there is a glaring case of negligence, it is for the 
honour of the profession to have it exposed and the err- 
ing one made to suffer for the —_ caused by his negli- 
gence. This is the view which the Courts take, and they 
construe, as far as possible, everything favourable to the 
practitioner ; but, where circumstances demand, they do 
not hesitate to castigate a delinquent. 


DISCUSSION. 


Prof. MACQUEEN, who was unable to be present, con- 
tributed the ay wry h This is, probably, the first 
paper of its kind that has been submitted for discussion 


to a meeting of veterinary surgeons in this country. It 
may indicate an advance in the mental equipment of the 
coming race of veterinary surgeons, for I suppose it is 
the outcome of the recent addition to the curriculum at 
the Edinburgh Veterinary College of a course of instruc- 
tion on Veterinary Jurisprudence. The Council of the 
R.C.V.8. should note this innovation and take steps to 





rovide a suitable examination on the subject. In this 
instance the supply comes before the demand, and if, as 
some seem to think, the veterinary profession is deca- 
dent, the demand for instruction will not be alarming. 

This paper gives a summary—a review, of the existing 
law of negligence considered from the standpoint of the 
lawyer, and not from that of the veterinary practitioner. 
It may be an excellent paper for lawyers, but I can offer 
no opinion of its merits for the reason that I am un- 
familiar with law and legal phraseology. As a veter- 
inary surgeon, I may say however, that in reading it I 

thered, rightly or wrongly—certain impressions, and 
it occurred to me that some of its arguments appear to 
be extremely finely drawn—almost wireless in their 
tenuity. The aim of the paper is good. It mentions 
fully the various legal traps into which the careless 
veterinary surgeon may fall, though it does not go far to 
help him to avoid them. In some respects it is not 
unlike the common notice—“ Commit no nuisance,” and 
in practice the veterinary surgeon, while thinking of 
Mr. Gibb’s advice on the law of negligence, may find 
necessity the prime consideration. Veterinary surgeons 
have not given very serious attention to the risks of 
negligence in practice. They know—a few more acutel 
than others, that they are exposed to actions for negli- 
gence, but they seldom pause to think about them. 
They view possible contingencies of this kind in a way 
similar to that of the man who said in regard to death— 
“ We all know that we shall die, but no one believes it ;” 
and so they continue accepting risks which fortunately 
very seldom materialise. - 

In this paper the law of negligence is evidently based 
on its application to human medical practice, the author 
referring to only one case which mighc be connected 
with veterinary practice (Collins v. Rodway). While 
there maybe no important difference in the application 
of this law to doctors and veterinary surgeons, there isa 
very substantial difference in the circumstances sur- 
rounding their patients. And I venture to submit that 
it is owing mainly to the disparity between the two 
cases that actions for negligence in the treatment of 
animals are so few and far between. 

In human practice complaint against the doctor 
usually springs from the man or woman patient, whereas 
in animal practice it is the owner of the patient—a 
looker on—who first intimates dissatisfaction with the 
veterinary surgeon. Actions for negligence against 
veterinary surgeons very seldom come into court, not 
because negligence is rare, but because of the aggrieved 
owner’s very limited knowledge of the line distinguish- 
ing legitimate practice from malpractice. Threatened 
actions for negligence are not uncommon. Many of 
these come to nothing, others are compromised—the 
veterinary surgeons paying a sum in satisfaction of the 
claim. Some of these claims might be successfully con- 
tested, though usually the veterinary surgeon concerned 
refuses to appreciate the advantage of publicity. Read- 
ing the paragraph on the ‘“‘ Advanced position of the pro- 
fession,” I ask myself: Is the author an unconscious 
humorist or, is he a mere extrinsic admirer of the veter- 
inary a amp His remarks on the potential facil- 
ities of the town practitioner to acquire knowledge, and 
his sympathetic reference to the lot of the country 

ractitioner in the same connection, are very pleasing. 
know something of the habits of town practitioners, 
and if I required their services, I should not expect to 
find them in libraries. They believe in congenial avoca- 
tions. I note with considerable gratification that a 
a practitioner “must exercise his own judg- 
ment.” ‘This privilege has been taken by most veterinary 
surgeons for quite a long while, and I would say that 
they could not be successful without it. ‘‘ The specialist” 
has my “ge if he must be judged by the standard 
of those of his own rank. There are not many veter- 
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inary specialists, but their number is likely to increase. 
Skill in operative surgery is extending, and demonstra- 
tions form a convenient venue for the surgeon specialists, 
but when will the specialist veterinary physician appear 
on the scene! He is much wanted in cattle practice. 

Experimental Treatment.—The treatment of disease 
in animals is still largely speculative or akin to the 
experimental, but the veterinary surgeon bent on effect- 
ing a recovery treats the animal as a patient and not as 
a mere subject for experiment. Besides, he may not 
know “the recognised practice at the time existing ” and 
if “he must exercise his own judgment,” he will pre- 
scribe what he considers best for the case. Veterinary 
practitioners may be anxious “to make a name for 
themselves,” but usually their first aim is to save life. 

The last paragraph bewails the absence of “ brotherly 
love” in the professional man called upon to report upon 
the “negligence” of a brother practitioner. Cases in 
which “selfish or spiteful motives” prompt the report 
are en and as a rule the patient alone is dealt 
with. 

Errors of judgment more often than negligence lead 
to disputes between the veterinary surgeon and his 
client. When the facts are fully known and carefully 
considered many disputes commenced as actions for 
negligence eventually terminate as differences of opinion. 
Claims for damages against veterinary surgeons have 
been made in many instances in my experience. For 
example—negligence in diagnosing the cause of lame- 
ness with treatment of the wrong part. Pregnancy or 
failure to discover the foetus in the womb, followed by 
service, premature foaling and death of the mother ; 
castration, followed by death from peritonitis within 
forty-eight hours of the operation ; castration, followed 
by paralysis, scirrhous cord, or scrotal sinus ; firing, 
followed by sloughing, open joint, or conspicuous dis- 
figurement ; tracheotomy, followed by post-operative 
obstruction of the windpipe ; laryngeal operation for 
roaring, followed by greater noise. Examinations for 
soundness: Negligence in estimating age, discovering 
whistling or roaring ; overlooking a small cataract ; and 
lameness overlooked because the test of action was 
carried out on grass ; seedy toe not discovered at time of 
examination ; intermittent stringhalt ; occasional slight 
shivering ; heart disease ; other internal diseases—dis- 
covered post-mortem owing to death of horse a few days 
after examination, etc. 

In conclusion, [ would say that so long as the veter- 
inary surgeon exercises ordinary skill, and takes time to 
form his opinion of any case, he is unlikely to have 
many claims for negligence. Veterinary practice is be- 
set with pitfalls to reputation, and practitioners vary 
considerably in their standard of probity and conscien- 
tiousness. As a rule of conduct, I would strongly re- 
commend the younger practitioner to read Bars 
“Epistle to a Young Friend,” and when faced with a 
doubtful or difficult case to make a thorough examina- 
tion and take a comprehensive view of the circumstances 
attending it before —— @ positive opinion. 

Mr. Taytor: Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I feel 
somewhat diffident in discussing so technical a subject 
which the lecturer has put before us this morning ; still 
I sincerely welcome the introduction of such a topic, 
not only at our conference but at our local meetings. 

As I am, to a certain extent, responsible for the sub- 
ject of the paper, let me just in a word say how this 
paper came to be delivered before I touch upon the mat- 
ters raised in the paper itself. Like many other of my 
fellow practitioners, I have acquired my very limited 
knowledge of the law on the hard road of experience, 
often circuitous and expensive. During the course of 
my practice I have been associated with the lecturer in 
cases before the Courts, and on one of these occasions 
while preparing for a case Mr. Gibb asked me whether, 


in our curriculum, we were not instructed in matters of 
law. I had to confess that in my day we were not fortu- 
nate enough to have such an opportunity of study. 
After this talk I began to think of the advantages of 
such a course toa student, and I consulted you on the 
matter, and with your well known characteristic of fore- 
sight in the matter of the veterinary students’ interest, 
this appealed to you, and before long you made the 
necessary arrangements for instruction, in at least a nod- 
ding acquaintance with the law, enough to make students 
and others realise the advantage of consulting a specialist 
in such a technical matter as law, when advice was re- 
quired, just in the same way as we as a profession “ae 
to educate the lay mind that in matters veterinary the 
best thing to do is to send for a specialist to tend to their 
animals when required, instead of attempting to patch 
away at them themeelves. 

A lead therefore having been given in this matter by 
the College at Edinburgh, I hope that some of the other 
colleges will give facilities to their students to become 
familiar with law, and that in course of time the Royal 
College itself may prescribe such a course of instruction 
before a student can qualify. I think that it would be 
to the advantage of al concerned, 

Having got the class started, mainly through your 
help, Sir, I went further, and induced Mr. Gibb to tell 
us something about negligence at this conference, and 
to-day we have the pleasure of Mr. Gibb’s efforts, for 
which I take it we are all very much indebted. 

To return now to the subject of the paper itself. I 
think that the lecturer has brought out the most impor- 
tant points which affect us in our practice. It is pleasing 
to note that up to this time there do not appear to have 
been many cases brought against veterinary surgeons 
for negligence, and this may be due to two reasons :— 

First. That the veterinary surgeon as a general rule 
is not guilty of neglect. By this I do not mean to flatter. 
What I have seen of my brother surgeons has given me 
the impression that the veterinary practitioner is a dili- 
gent and earnest worker, eager to look after the interest 
of his clients, and I think that this will be borne out by 
those who are to follow in the discussion. 

Second. That the amount of damage has hitherto 
been of a trifling nature generally, and therefore clients 
have not suffered any great material damage, while in 
these days of very advanced costs, including the advance 
of the prices of animals, the monetary damage in the 
case of injury has correspondingly increased. Let me 
explain this by a practical illustration to make my mean- 
ing clear. In pre-war days, and we shall assume that an 
accident has happened, say to a cow which cost £ 
The injury did not affect the value of the beast as dead 
meat ; when put on the market it realised almost the 
value of a live beast. To-day things are different, you 
pay £ fora cow, and the same injury having taken 
place the value of the beast as dead meat is about £ 
Showing a distinct loss to the client. From this illus- 
tration you will observe that clients will be .quick to 
realise and insist upon their rights, especially when their 

ckets are to be touched, and I do not think that [ am 
olen too pessimistic when I say that there are sure to 
be more claims made in the future, and just on account 
of this cause. 

Fortunately, I have personally had no claims brought 
against me, but I have been consulted by solicitors who 
have proposed actions against practitioners for alleged 
negligence, and I have always tried, and hope that I 
have succeeded in taking the charitable view expressed 
by the lecturer and starting out with the admonition 
Do unto others as they would do unto you” in framing 
my reports, 

One fact in the course of these proceedings I have 
noticed, and it is that the claims have been made by the 








very small man, small in mind and small in purse, and it 
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is this class of person who is always a source of anxiety, 
not only to veterinary practitioners but to the other 
professions. I do not wish to convey the impression that 
I do not care to be troubled with, or that you should not 
trouble with the small man, or that he is not worthy of 
consideration, for the small man is the potential big man, 
but it is that type of small man who ever remains so, 
This man has his one little ewe lamb, and when injury 
or supposed injury takes place from whatever cause, this 
animal, no matter how emaciated, how miserable it may 
have been before the accident, automatically turns out 
to be, after the injury, one of the most priceless and per- 
fect of animals. I have therefore always used a greater 
degree of caution in these cases—with the man, not the 
animal, than I would otherwise do, and I have found 
this course to pay. 

I am afraid, Sir, that I have already transgressed too 
much on the time of the meeting, and just wish to ten- 
der my thanks to the lecturer for his exposition of a 
ae which is of so much interest to us. 

. W. Porrre, M.R.c.v.s., Greenock, said that in his 
view Jaw came under three main heads—(1) law terms, 
(2) law procedure (3) proof in evidence. Negligence 
was one thing ; proof of negligence another. Whether 
negligence was proved or not would depend upon the 
evidence of the witnesses for or against—whether this 
was direct or circumstantial. The decision was also 
influenced by procedure in any case being in accord 
with “use and wont.” 

If Mr. Gibbs was elected to a chair in veterinary 
jurisprudence at the Roya] (Dick) Veterinary College he 
(Mr. Pottie) would be very pleased, as the subject was 
a necessary adjunct to veterinary education. And 
should Mr. Gibbs come to address them in the West of 
Scotland and passed the tests, they would make him 
their advocate, their K.C., and perhaps the future repre- 
sentative of their profession in Parliament. He thanked 
him for his instructive address. 

Capt. Winter thanked Mr. Gibbs for his paper, and 
stated that the subject should in his opinion be added 
to the curriculum. We should know something of the 
law of warranty too. A veterinary surgeon in examin- 
ing a horse for soundness is supposed to ask if the horse 
is a crib-biter or windsucker, but the question is use- 
less, as a warranty of that sort is not valid in law, not 
being between the principals to the transaction and 
being given after the price is fixed. Capt. Winter has 
seen a few casesin the Irish Courts, and the judges 
held that the law was as above stated. A warranty 
must be given before the price is fixed, and between the 
contracting parties. It is altogether outside the pro- 
vince of the veterinary surgeon. 

Prof. Hospay asked the opinion of the essayist upon 
the following points : First, as to whether a veterinary 
surgeon was financially liable who passed a /“ wind- 
sucker” whose teeth gave no indication of the vice. 
pects | ; whether in roarers whose wind had become 
sound after operation, the fact that the animal had been 
operated upon should be disclosed to the purchaser by 
the veterinary examiner if he knew of it. Thirdly ; he 
related an instance where a veterinary surgeon poisoned 
a valuable dog * drenching its skin with a preparation 
which was labelled by the manufactuers “absolutely 
non-poisonous ;” and he asked the learned essayist 
whether the veterinary surgeon, in such a case, could be 
held liable for the value of the dog, or whether the 
manufacturers who issued the statement “ absolutely 
non-poisonous ” with the drenching, were the parties to 
sue. 


SuRGICAL DEMONSTATIONS AT GENERAL MEETING. 


No better evidence of the appeal to the general practi- 
tioner, which practical demonstrations raise, could be 
given than the picture presented during the afternoon 


session of the Association’s Meeting on July 29th, in the 
Clinical Department of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
College. The attendance was considerably augmented 
by members of the profession, who, with no substitute 
to take their places in busy practiees, were unable to do 
more than snatch a few hours away from home. 

Interest never flagged rage the three hours of sur- 
gical demonstration, for, in addition to the official pro- 
gramme, one saw here and there little groups discussing 
and mutually demonstrating methods which they had 
found useful in the course of their own experience, so 
that the person, if any, who went away feeling he had 
gained nothing must be classed as a disgruntled egotist. 

The size of the gathering, though an index of the 
interest in the afternoon’s proceedings, had the dis- 
advantage that detail of the operations in some cases 
could not be followed by those on the outskirts of the 
throng, though valiant but not too successful efforts 
were made to inculcate a little discipline into the minds 
of the more pushing members. The lesson of maintain- 
ing order in a crowd should receive more careful con- 
sideration at future meetings of a surgical nature. 

1. Chloroform Standing.—Prof. Imrie gave a demon- 
stration of chloroforming a horse standing, using an in- 
haler of his own design. The horse was steadied by a 
long rope round the neck, the two free ends being held 
by a person on either side of the animal, though, as the 
animal began to lose control of its legs, the anzsthetist 
took these ropes in his own hand along with the halter 
rope, and directed the horse in a circle until it collapsed. 

Prof, Imrie’s chloroform inhaler consists of chloro- 
form container with needle valve ; sponge chamber open 
to the air at the distal end with inlet valve at the 
proximal end; expired air chamber with outlet valve ; 
this chamber is also fitted with a shutter valve which 
can be opened at will to admit air independently of that 
which passes through the sponge chamber.” The appara- 
tus may be fixed toa Cox or Roberts type of muzzle, 
and is equally serviceable for horses and cattle, and for 
the standing and the recumbent positions. The whole 
apparatus can be instantly detached, fully exposing 
both nostrils to the air. 

The chloroform drops on to the sponge and its admin- 
istration is under complete control, being regulated by 
the needle valve which is operated by the fingers 
When the administration is properly conducted the 
animal passes into a state of surgical anzesthesia having 
shown little or no evidence of excitement or struggling, 
and without having been partially asphyxiated in the 
process. 

The risks of injury through struggling, and of death 
in the early stages, due to inhibition of the heart brought 
about by a too high concentration of chloroform vapour, 
are practically non-existent. 

Chloroform is a poison, and in overdose, or when the 
vapour is sufficiently diluted with air, it produces in- 
jurious effects and death. Air is the great antidote. 

n this apparatus a plentiful dilution of the vapour is 
provided for—the dose being administered in drops, and 
the sponge or mixing chamber being fully open to the 
air. In addition an auxiliary air inlet is provided in the 
form of a shutter valve in the expired air chamber. 
This valve may be kept very slightly open, as for instance 
during the maintenance of surgical anzesthesia, or it may 
be opened to any extent up to the full capacity of the 
air outlet. gage: 

Owing to the method of administration and the valvu- 
lar arrangement there is little or no waste of chloroform. 

With this apparatus the induction of chloroform anzs- 
thesia in the standing position may be accomplished and 
maintained with ease and safety to both operator and 
patient ; without expert assistance, and with very little 
assistance of any kind, and that in a somewhat limited 





area such as a roomy leose box. The standing method 
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is especially serviceable in unhandled, nervous, excit- 
able and vicious animals. 

The time occupied in producing surgical anesthesia 
varies somewhat—for different reasons, but it may be 
stated as taking from eight to twelve minutes. it is 
possible to put an animal down with chloroform given in 
the standing position and castrate it in less than five 
minutes ; but it is not advisable to do so. 

2. Median Neurectomy. This operation was carried 
out by Prof. Imrie with the horse standing ; the local 
anesthetic used being Cocaine Hydrochlor. dissolved in 
Adrenalin Hydrochlor., the proportion being 1 gr. of 
the former to 1 dr. of the latter. Sol, 1: 1000. After 
cutting through the sterno-costal portion of the Super- 
ficial Pectoral Muscle, the operator used a syringe with 
fine dental needles for infiltrating the region of the nerve 
under the strong fascia of the forearm with the anzs- 
thetic solution. 

3. Tibial Neurectomy. This operation was also done 
by Prof. Imrie with the animal standing, a similar anzs- 
thetic being used as in the preceding operation. The 
horse which had an extensive Tarsitis has not benefited 
by the operation. 

4 Ovaro-hysterectomy on a Cat. Prof. E. B. Rey- 
NoLps. A six months old cat was the subject of this 
operation which was performed under general anzs- 
thesia ; C.E. mixture (Chloroform two parts, Ether three 
parts), was used. Pressure with artery forceps was ap- 
plied to the mesovarium on each side and the body of 
the uterus alone niams with fine silk, the operation 
being performed through a mid-ventral abdominal in- 
cision which was sutured afterwards in the usual way. 
No bandages were applied afterwards, the surface of the 
wound being painted with Tincture of Iodine 2$% sol., 
and then with Tinct. Benzoin Co. 

The skin sutures were removed one week afterwards, 
recovery being uneventful. 

5 & 6. Roaring operation. In the course of the 
afternoon Mr. A. Ross, F.R.C.V.S., operated upon two 
horses, performing the now classical operation of strip- 
ping the mucous membrane lining the laryngeal sac- 
cule, using a small burr to evert the membrane. Un- 
fortunately one of these horses died the day followin 
the operation, from torsion of the large colon, initiate 
probably at the time of casting. 

7. Ovaro-hysterectomy (Spa ing) Pigs.—A highly in- 
terested group gathered round Mr. . L. Gooch, F.R.C.V.S., 
for the purpose of noting the technique of this operation. 
The demonstration was run on commercial rather than 
surgical lines, a composite litter of six young pigs being 
provided, varying from eight to twelve weeks old. The 
young pig was laid on the ground left side uppermost, 
the operator standing with his — foot on the neck 
whilst an attendant held the hind legs extended. With 
a castrating knife the operator made an incision 2 in. to 
3 in. long through the skin in the ventral part of the 
flank, then with a downward thrust of the knife the 


abdominal muscles were divided, thus permitting the |. 


peritoneum to be broken through and entrance gained 
to the abdominal cavity. The forefinger of the right 
hand was then passed backwards until the left ovary 
and horn of the uterus were found and drawn out of the 
flank incision and held there with the left hand, the 
right ovary and horn of the uterus being then searched 
for and also brought out. This done, the body of the 
uterus was simply severed just within the flank incision 
and the ovaries and uterus drawn away. The operation 
which can be done in less than a minute, was then com- 
pleted by suturing the skin incision with a continuous 
suture. The whole six pigs made an uneventfnl 
recovery. 

8. Perrier Operation for Quittor.—Mr. A. Gorton, 
F.R.C.V.S.—The subject was a heavy Clydesdale horse, 
the cartilage affected being the medial one of the near 


The animal was cast and chloroformed, the 
foot having been prepared the day before to the extent of 
having a Siar caster shoe put on. 

_ The method of operating was very much on the lines 
indicated in the paper presented to the Association b 
Prof. Reynolds, this particular case being one in whic 
sinuses had extended forward to the depression anterior 
to the angle of the third phalanx, requiring this pocket 
of necrotic tissue to be removed. 

The dressing on completion of the operation was a 
powder consisting of 12 grs. Biniodide of mercury to 
1 oz. of Boric acid, the cavity resulting from removal of 
the cartilage being filled with this mixture. Strong 
calico bandages were applied firmly round the foot over 
a pad applied to the skin wound, use being made of two 
newly inserted toe nails of the shoe in their application. 

The day following the operation the anima ptm 
relieved of pain, standing well on the foot, and after a 
fortnight, according to the instructions of the operator, 
the primary bandages were removed, the cavity by this 
time being filled with healthy granulations, though a 
foetid Sedivens was present round the wound from skin 
suppuration, which ceased after two or three days of 
simple dressing. 


SocraL FUNCTIONS. 


A reception by the President, Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, was held in the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
a on the evening of July 27th. This was largely 
attended by members and ladies from all parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and by prominent Edinburgh citi- 
zens. The occasion proved a highly appreciated inau- 
gural opportunity for the meeting of old friends and 
acquaintances, and for the making of new ones. The 
gathering proved a most enjoyable and happy one, and 
before separating, Mr. Buxton, of London, very appro- 
priately voiced the feelings of those present by proposing 
a very hearty vote of thanks to the president for his 
generous hospitality and kind forethought in providing 
such an opportunity for the very pleasant evening. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


This was held at the Royal Arch Hall, Queen Street, 
Edinburgh, under the presidency of Dr. Bradley. The 
oo included Lord Lamington, Gen. Blenkinsop, Dr. 

Cy oe ge of the Royal College of Surgeons), 
Bailie Malcolm Stuart, Professor Rankin, Mr. James 
Wood, Dr. Lander, and others. 

Mr. J. MALcoLM, in proposing the toast of the City of 
Edinburgh, said that veterinary training in Scotland 
commenced in Edinburgh, and veterinarians from Edin- 
burgh had made their mark in the world. The City of 
Edinburgh had done much for the veterinary profession, 
not only in financial help but in paves opportunities 
for instruction. The Edinburgh Veterinary School had a 
reputation second to none, and its buildings when com- 
pleted would be second to none. 

Bailie Matcotm Stuart, in reply, referred to the 
connection between the city and the veterinary pro- 
fession, and reminded members of Dick’s pioneer work 
in Edinburgh. 

Mr. J. Woop gave the toast of “The National Veteri- 
nary Medical Association.” He congratulated the Assoc- 
iation on its rise and progress,and said he was convinced 
that if the profession continued its upward course there 
was a great future before it. 

hey GARNETT, ex-president of the R.C.V.S. briefly re- 
plied. 

Dr. Mackay submitted “The R.C.V.S.” He said the 
veterinary profession had solved the problem of the one 

rtal system, and by doing so had secured a basal uni- 
ormity and equality of treatment for those entering the 
rofession, which the medical profession did not possess, 


hind foot. 





his however did not prevent young veterinarians am- 














= = mg a tte ~* 


— - 


ete eee eer 
. 











140 THE VETERINARY RECORD September 18, 1920 





bitions for higher distinctions from obtaining them. He 
hoped the bond of union between the medical and vet- 
erinary profession might be drawn closer and closer. 

Dr. BRADLEY, in reply referred to the various sugges- 
tions that had been advanced from outside sources as to 
the training of the veterinarian, but the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, while not deprecating criticism 
could be relied upon to give a good account of itself an 
to work for the higher education of the future veterinary 
surgeon as far as this was practicable. 

apt. Winter, Limerick, proposed “The Imperial 
Forces,” and spoke of the great work done by the veteri- 
be profession during the late war. 

en. BLENKINSOP in reply said the advance and the 
trustworthyness of the veterinary profession was shown 
in the honours and distinctions gained by it during the 
war. This country had the premier veterinary service of 
all engaged in the war. 

“The Visitors’ was proposed by Mr. Hugh Begg and 
responded to in terms appreciative of the Veterinary 
Service by Lord Lamington. 

“The Ladies” was proposed by Mr. Brittlebank and 
replied to by Prof. Edwards. 

ith a hearty vote of thanks to the President the pro- 
ceedings terminated. 








VETERINARY FEES 
AT LONDON REPOSITORIES. 


As a result of a representative meeting of Metro- 
politan Veterinary Practitioners, held on Aug. 17th, at 
10 Red Lion oe part all the London Repositories have 
been approached with reference to the increased fees for 
veterinary certificates for returned horses, and they 
have agreed that on and from Oct. Ist the fee of 
one guinea, instead of half-a-guinea, shall be allowed 
for such certificates. 


Herpert Kina, M.R.C.v.s., Hon. Sec. 








THE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 





The July meeting of the Association was held at 56 
Bridge Street, the President, Mr. S. T. D. Symons, occu- 
ying the chair. There was a good attendance of mem- 


rs. 

TheSecretary read communications from John Stewart 
and Sons, Veterinary Surgeons, and from the McGarvie 
Smith Institute, with reference to the supply of anthrax 
vaccine to qualified veterinarians. These firms had been 
written to in consequence of a refusal to supply vaccine 
to a member of the Association. Messrs. Stewart and 
Sons wrote that in future any member of the Association 
would be supplied with vaccine or any other of the bio- 
logical iodoete of the firm on application. The Mc- 
Garvie Smith Institute wrote regretting their inability 


to accede to the request to sell their vaccine to veterin- | P® 


arians, but, as this reply was considered unsatisfactory, 
the Secretary was instructed to write again to the latter 
firm. 

The Secretary drew the attention of members to the 
meeting of the Australasian Association for the advance- 
ment of science, to be held in Hobart in 1921, and urged 
that every effort should be made to make the meetings 
of the Veterinary Section of the Association a success. 

Capt. J. A. Rudd wrote announcing the formation of 
the Queensland Veterinary Surgeons Association. The 
Secretary was instructed to convey the best wishes of the 
Association to the Queensland Veterinary Surgeons As- 
sociation, and to congratulate Capt. Rudd on the success 
of his organising efforts. 





Correspondence was read urging the Association to 
use all its influence to secure the passage of the Veterin- 
ary Surgeons Bill, and replies were furnished stating 
that the Association already had the matter in hand. 

It was resolved that the Stock Board of Examiners be 
written to, asking for certain alterations in the examin- 
tion for the position of Inspector of Stock, in order to 
remove certain obstacles in the way of qualified veterin- 
arians holding these positions. 

It was resolved that the Minister for Agriculture be 
asked to = into effect the resolution passed at the last 
Pastures Protection Convention—that future vacancies 
in the ranks of Inspectors of Stock be filled by qualified 
veterinarians. 

It was resolved that the Minister for Agriculture be 
asked to expedite the passage of the Horse Breeding Act, 
in accordance with the resolutions recently passed by the 
Pastures Protection Convention, Royal Agricultural 
Society, and the Clydesdale Society. 

The Secretary was instructed to write a letter of sym- 
eA and condolence to the family of the late Capt. P. 
L. Edward, M.R.C.V.S. 


SPECIMENS. 


Prof. Stewart showed a good specimen of fracture of 
the metacarpus and os suffraginis in a mare, which oc- 
curred whilst —— 

Dr. Sydney Dodd exhibited specimens of favus in a 
mouse, which so frequently seen during the recent plague 
of mice, and which was communicable to cats and men. 

Also of filaria immitis in the heart of a dog from the 
Islands. This parasite is very common in North Queens- 
land and the Islands of the Pacific, but has only, so far 
as is known, been seen once in New South Wales, and 
then in an introduced dog. 

He also exhibited specimens from a case of lymphatic 
leukemia in the cow, in which the mesenteric glands 
were involved. 

Mr. Whitehouse exhibited specimens of a large tumour 
from a sheep’s eye, and of cystic prostate in a boar. 

Mr. Max Henry showed samples of castor oil beans 
which were incriminated in recent heavy mortality of 
horses in Sydney. 


? Max Henry, Hon. Sec. 
Bridge St , Sydney, N.S.W. 








“CANARY DISEASE.” 


Sir,—The following may be of some assistance to 

“ Tgnoramus.” 
have not seen this condition he mentions among 
small birds, but have frequently had my attention drawn 
to it among fowls. Only last week a little girl asked 
me if I could do any thing for a hen with a “ bladder ” 
on its back. Puncturing is no use, as there is a return of 
the bladder again in a week or two. I cut the bladder 
open from side to side, then snip off all the loose epi- 
dermis close up to healthy tissue. Paint the denuded 
rt once every three or four days with tincture of 
lodine—half strength. In the case of small birds, [ 
would advise — a much weaker solution. With the 
above treatment I have not had a recurrence of the 
ae pillicdn, tend th 
e pellicle, under the microscope shows a shrun 

and altered condition of the aie which stain coe 
irregularly—some cells take the stain deeply, others 
only slightly or not at all. It appears to me that some 
py ee th process takes place between the layers of 
cells forming the skin. ree Rr rough notes will 
assist your correspondent.—R. M. MaLLocu, M.R.c.v.s., 
i Lecturer on Anatomy, 
Sept. 13. Veterinary College, Glasgow 
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POLICY OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


Dear Sir,—I have read with interest the article in last 
week’s issue of Zhe Veterinary Record signed by Mr. 
Hugh P. Hogben. As a part-time county veterinary 
inspector, | consider all part-time veterinary inspectors 
should be grateful to Mr. Hogben for his lucid analysis 
of the present position, 

Unfortunately, I was unable to be present at the 
recent meeting at Birmingham, but I hope re-iterate the 
views expressed by me at the National V. M. A. meeting 
held in London on 31st October last at another future 
meeting of veterinary surgeons. 

Two aspects of the present and future positions of 
whole-time inspectors were clearly ‘enunciated by Mr. 
Hogben when he says “ the whole time oratory was also 
rather interesting. I understand the whole profession 
was to progress on the back of the whole-time man.” 
This statement simply confirms the expressed opinion 
that the whole-time men and their friends are making a 
bold endeavour to capture the whole machinery of the 
profession. 

Again, Mr. Hogben truly remarks “there are some 
men who think centrally.” What is required to-day is 
a little more de-centralisation, agriculture is now suffer- 
ing from too much ceatralisation and control. 

Other reasons have been put forward by the self styled 
veterinary officers of health for a greatly extended aug- 
mentation of their numbers ; but I prefer to deal wit 
them and the thinness of their logic elsewhere. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 
Ipswich Horace L. Roperts, F.R.¢.V.s. 


THE OPERATION FOR “ROARING.” 


Dear Sir,—With reference to Major Edgar’s letter i® 
our last number, it would be interesting and instructiv® 
if he would kindly supply a few more details. 

1. Was the operation of Arytenopexy (Williams) per- 
formed on one or both sides ? 

2. With reference to thé 200 horses which he operated 
on, I conclude that these were practically all riding 
horses, as owing to heavy or light draught horses never 
going out of a walk, even if they were roarers they would 
still be fit for active service. Perhaps a few exceptionally 
bad cases would not be fit to pull through heavy mud, 
or what is even worse, deep sand, but these would be ex- 
ceptionally few. 

3. As regards “25 per cent of the affected animals 
showing /:/ateral paralysis of the Arytenoids,” this, I am 
sure, is not the experience of most operators, nor of the 
result of post-mortem of Larynx obtained from a 
knacker’s yard. 

If a horse is deeply under chloroform I have frequent- 
ly noticed that the — Arytenoid is paralyzed as well 
as the left ; but if the 
of forceps and cotton wool, the right side soon begins to 
move, but never the left. 

4. “ After the 30th day the animals were tested. I 
have always understood that three or four months was 
the time given that was necessary before the animal 
should be tested. 

If only a month is necessary then a new piece of in- 
formation has been acquired which is of considerable 
importance, owing to the greatly increased cost of keep- 
ing horses these days. 

Did Major Edgar find on post-mortem of a failure of a 
horse which had been operated on only 30 days before 
that the ventricle had perfectly healed by the formation 
of fibrous tissue, etc. ? 


arynx is “tickled up” with a pair | 






5. “The failures, 10 per cent. were due to (a) chronic 
inflammation of the larynx.” What part or parts of the 
larynx were usually affected? I have seen and heard 
of two cases where, after several months the larynx 
became ossified and double in size. 

(4) “Chronic inflammation of the mucous membrane.” 

as the whole of the mucous membrane affected, or 
only parts of it? I have noticed that the Crico-thyroid 
membrane or ligament in a roarer is much thicker than 
that of a non-roarer. 

(c) “Chronic inflammation of the cartilage.” What 
part of which cartilage? 1 conclude the arytenoid is 
meant. 

(d) “Imperfect healing of the ventricle.” Does this 
mean that owing to not enough of the mucous mem- 
brane having been excised, the arytenoid was not 
being pulled back sufficiently, or does it mean that 
a fibrous growth had formed at the seat of operation ? 

6. In how many cases of the 20 animals which turned 
out to be failures was bilateral paralysis found during 
the operation (taking the percentage at 25% it ought to 
have been about 5) ; andin how many cases, on making 
a post-morten examination of the Larynx was atrophy 
of the muscles on the right side present ? 

1 would like to add that I have been lucky enough to 
have seen some of the best Veterinary Surgeons in 
England do this operation, and also Mr. Williams, of 
America, operate on two roarers in the Standing position 
under a local anzesthetic.— Yours truly, 


Cavalry Barracks, Windsor, G. Rexrs-Moaa. 
Sept. 15th. 








Reasons against an Abattoir. 


At Chelmsford Health Committee the veterinary 
iuspector reported verbally upon the question of estab- 
lishment of a public abattoir, and stated that, in his 
opinion, the present was not a suitable time for the 

ouncil to establish an abatttoir for the following 
reasons :— 

(a) The cost of providing a new building, or convert- 
ing the slaughterhouse in Springfield Road would be 
very high ; and (4) the Council could not compel any 
person to have animals slaughtered at the public 
abattoir. 

The veterinary inspector suggested that the Council 
should consider as to making bye-laws restricting the 
hours for the slaughtering of animals, and requiring 
persons to give him three hours’ notice of their intention 
to slaughter animals, in order that he might have an 
opportunity of inspecting the carcases before they were 
removed from the slaughterhouse’ 

The Town Clerk and veterinary inspector were asked 
to prepare and submit draft bye-laws for regulating 
slaughterhouses in the Borough, to contain provisions 
for regulating the hours of slaughtering of animals and 
the giving of notice of intention to slaughter animals to 
the veterinary surgeon. 





Branding Tuberculous Cattle in U.S.A. 


Veterinarians in the State of New York are now 
required to brand all cattle found by them to be affected 
with tuberculosis. The brand is the letter “'T,” placed 
on the left jaw. Officials of the Department of Agri- 
culture consider this an important step toward the 
eradication of tuberculosis, and recommend adoption of 
the plan by other States. Reactors to the tuberculin 
test are in this way permanently marked, and, where 
they are not slaughtered, the possibility of their being 








dispesed of is greatly lessened. 
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Copy. 
NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Holliday Street Wharf, 
Birmingham. 
Aug. 27th, 1920. 
Secretary of the Association. 


Next GENERAL MEETING OF THE N.V.M.A. 


As no doubt you know it was resolved and carried 
unanimously at the general meeting at Edinburgh that 
the next annual meeting of the Association should be 
held at the end of July next year in the Isle of Man. 

In the interest of the veterinary profession it is most 
desirable that the first meeting under new arrangements 
should be an unqualified success—this can be secured 
only by the members of the profession generally attend- 
ing the meeting and taking their full share in the pro- 
ceedings. If this is to be successfully effected some ap- 
proximate data of the number of members likely to 
attend should be obtained at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. 

The Isle of man is a busy centre in July, and if hotel 
accomodation for members is to be properly arranged 
for, measures will have to be taken at anearly date. If 
the members of the Association both in Great Britain 
and Ireland were to decide to attend the meeting and 
spend a few days in this most popular holiday resort, the 
first meeting in the Isle of Man ought to stand out as a 
record meeting of the Association. The Provisional 
Committee to deal with Isle of Man or is ex- 
pected to be elected by the Council of the N.V.M. 
Association on the 6th or 7th October next. In the 
meantime in accordance with instructions | am writing 
to you with a view to your bringing the matter before 
your members, either at your next meeting if that is 
early, or by circular if the meeting is at a distant date. 
It will help the work of the Provisional Committee 
materially if the various Associations can provide them 


with some = oe yee estimate of the numbers from 


each district likely to attend. 
I shall be glad if you will let me have a reply on or be- 
fore October Ist, 1920. 
Jno. MALCOLM, Secretary. 











R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 


Bamford, R. M., Luton 22 0 
Facer, J.. Southampton ee 
Previously reported 74010 0 


£743 13/0 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracta from London Gazette 
Recu.ar Forogs, Royat Army VEeTerinary Corps. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Aug. 30. 
Temp. Capt. W.W. Lang (since relinquished commn.) to 


be ay tag: whilst holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S., 
from . 13, 1918, to April 27, 1919. ey 
pt. 6. 


The follg. appt. is made at the War Office :— 

Asst. Din EN. ARMY VET. Serv.— Maj. K. McL. 
McKenzie, p.s.0., vice. Bt. Lt.-Col. E. J.Wadley, c.B.£., 
D.8.0. aie ). 

Lt.-Col. F. C. Stratton is placed temp. on the h.p. list on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(Sept. 7). 





TERRITORIAL Force. 
Aug. 24, 
Capt. W. D. Williams is apptd. to comd. a Mob. Vety. 
tion (July 31). 
Aug. 27. 


Capt. (Bt. Maj.) A. G. Saunders resigns his commn. 
(Aug. 28), and retains his rank. 
Capt. C. Taylor (Hon. Vety. Lt. in Army) is apptd. to 
command a Veterinary Hospital (July 31). 
ept. 1. 
Capt. (Bt. Maj.) J. Tagg having attained the age limit, is 
retired (Sept. 2), and is granted rank of Maj. 
Sept. 3. 
Capt. J. Cunningham is apptd. to comd. a Veterinary 
Evacuating Station (July 31). 
Sept. 6. 
Capt. E. Berry resigns his commn. (Sept. 7), and retains 
the rank of Capt. 
Sept. 7. 
The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on com- 
pletion of service :—A. de R. Gordon, 0.B.£., D.s.0. 
(March 15, 1919), and is granted rank of Lt.-Col. ; T. 
G. Heatly, 0.8.£. (July 19, 1919), and is granted rank 
of Maj. And retain rank of Capt. :—C. Armstrong 
(June 24) ; R. L. Creery (July 20); H. V. Fenn (July 
2); B.C. Flook (July 2); O. McGuirk (July2); E. 
A. Mylrea (Aug. Ds D. E Orr (July 18); L. Senecal 
(July 2) ; H. Wood (July 6). 
Orricers TRAINING Corps. 
Aug. 30. 
R. (Dick) Vet. Cott. Cont., Sen. Div.—Lt. W. McG. 
Mitchell, m.c., to be Capt. seny. Sept. 11, 1915, and to 
comd. cont. (April 2). 
Aug. 31. 
R. (Dick) Vet Cot. Cont., Sen. Drv.—Lt. J. L. Cor- 
mack ceases to serve wih Cont. (April 1, 1915). 








REVIEW. 


Meat and Food Inspection, by William Robertson, m.p., 
(Glas.), D.p.H., Medical Officer of Health, Leith. Second 
edition. Pp. xiv+292. Forty-nine illustration. Price 18)/- 
net. Bailliere, Tindall and Cox, 8 Henrietta Street, Covent 
Garden, London, 1920. 


This volume, the first edition of which appeared in 
1908, and which now reappears in a revised and extend- 
ed form, is apparently intended as a general guide to 
public health officials who are without veterinary or 
medical qualifications. It covers a great deal of ground, 
but at no point goes deeply into the subject. The last 
three s (with the exception of a comprehensive in- 
dex of nine pages) are devoted to the laws relating to 
food inspection, and contain extracts from a considerable 
number of Acts and Regulations (English, Scotch and 
Irish) dealing with the subject. The earlier and major 
portion of the work covers a great variety of subjects, 
some of them very large ones. These include the 
structure and types of cow-sheds, piggeries, stables, and 
slaughter-houses, various points concerning milk sup- 
plies, the management of slaughter-houses and methods 
of slaughter, the anatomy of animals, their appearances 
in health and disease, the appearances of meat under 
various conditions, the preservation and storage of meat, 
many common and some less common diseases seen in 
abattoirs, fish and shell-fish, ptomaine and food poison- 
ing, and poultry, farm produce, food shops, and some 
minor matters. This involves an immense amount of 
ground, with much of which veterinarians have little or 
no concern. The whole is necessarily treated super- 
ficially ; and, so far as the veterinary portion is concerned, 
some points might be mentioned which would surprise 
professional readers. Some, such as the statement on 
page 76 that the omaswm is believed to act “chiefly as a 
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reservoir for fluids, solids discovered in this compart 
being invariably found well diluted” may be due to in- 
advertence. Others, such as the assertion on the next 
e that “In dogs, cats, and carnivorous animals there 
is no differentiation between large and small intestines ” 
can hardly be so. But, without dwelling too much on 
oints like these (more of which could be cited) it may 
be said generally that the book, while not likely to be of 
use to veterinarians, does contain a good deal of varied 
information which will be helpful to many sanitary and 
food inspectors. Most of the numerous illustrations are 
good, and many are informative. 








EXHIBITS AT THE EDINBURGH MEETING, N.V.M.A. 


Prof. R. G. Linton gave an exhibition of Animal Food- 
stuffs. The demonstration was limited to materials de- 
rived from Imperial sources and included upwards of 
150 exhibits. The leading feature was the demonstration 
of raw materials and the finished product with the by- 
products obtained from the preparation of the food. 

A demonstration on “Some common Diseases of 
Poultry ” was given by Prof. D. C. Matheson and Mr. 
N. Bissett. Some 40 carcases of fowls affected with 
various diseases including Tuberculosis, Roup, “Scaly 
Leg,” Aneurisms, Worms, Impaction of the Oviduct, In- 
ternal Hzmorrhage, etc., were exhirited. ~The two last 
mentioned conditions were especially interesting from 
the fact that they are largely due to the intensive system 
of poultry keeping. 

Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers gave a demonstration—The 
Nematode Worms of the Horse. Both macroscopic and 
microscopic specimens were exhibited together with 
micro-photographs and descriptions of the various 
worms. 

The National Clean Milk Society exhibited a model 
byre, a special and simple pattern of sterilising appar- 
atus for milk vessels together with a number of utensils 
employed and recommended by the National Clean Milk 
Society in connection with the clean collection of milk. 
They also exhibited a series of photographs illustrating 
various phases of handling milk. Agar plates were 
shown to illustrate the bacterial growth occurring in 
clean and in dirty milk. 

Messrs. Parke Davis & Co. exhibited preparations of 
Phylacogens, Apothesine with Adrenelin, Pituitrin, 
Chenopodium Oil, Germicidal Soap, Hypodermic Veter- 
inary Tablets, Hydrogen Peroxide, ete. 

The old established firm of Messrs. Willows, Francis, 
Butler and Thompson, Ltd., showed a well arranged dis- 
play of their standard preparations, and a remarkably 
fine specimen Aloes Barbadensis. The modern side of 
Veterinary Therapeutics is also provided for by this firm 
in a very complete manner, and a full range of Vaccines 
and Sera were on exhibition. 

Messrs. C. J. Hewlett & Son, Ltd.. had on show a 
large and varied assortment of instruments, drugs and 
specialities. Among the new lines shewn the Mist 
Chenopodii Co. and Capsules Chenopodii et T:eingen Co. 
occupied a prominent place, while old and well-known 
preparations such as Paraphyroxia, Chloroxydine, etc., 
were in equal prominence. 

The Surgical Manufacturing Co. had on exhibition 
Kangaroo Tendons for suturing, Catgut—10, 20 and 30- 
day absorbing, Tooth Cutting Forceps for Horses, 
Record Hypodermic and Serum Syringes, Reinforced 
Bovine Needles for thick hide injections, made in steel 
and non-corrosive Nickel, Winton’s Pumps, and Brass 
Enema Pumps, Horse Mouth Gags, All-Metal Dog 
Probangs. 


line form, in the manufacture of which they have 
specialised. 

Messrs. John Mackay & Co., Edinburgh, also exhibited 
a number of their specialities. 

Messrs. Huish and Co., of Red Lion Square, London, 
showed surgical instruments and appliances ; including 
double lever molar cutters, the universal molar extractor, 
canine tooth forceps, and scalers, and their patent 
“ Revelation ” equine mouth speculum, and original 
duplex cut tooth rasps. Also the recently introduced 
“ Aurorascope ” which gives an illumination of the ear, 
mouth, throat, and teeth. The “ Certes” artificial In- 
seminator, the Huish Blake patent Castrator, Gray’s 
canine and feline mouth gag, and various Bitch forceps 
attracted attention, as did the various anti-abortion, 
swine fever, and Record hypodermic syringes. 

An interesting stall was that of William Bryce, Medi- 
cal Bookseller, Edinburgh, on which was shown a very 
complete representation of the latest books in veterinary 
science, etc. 

Mr. James Thin displayed a series of books, in which 
the members showed great interest. 








Personal. 


Bamrorp—Rocne.—On the 2nd. September, at Holy 
Trinity Church, Trinity Road, 8.W., 7 the vicar, the 
Rev. J. W. Murray, M.A., Capt. Reginald Mayall Bam- 
ford, 0.B.E., R.A.V.C., younger son of Mr. H. R. Bamford, 
M.B.E., and Mrs. Bamford, of Oakley, Hants, to Emily 
May (Mimi), only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick 
Roche, of 4 St. Nicholas Mansions, S.W., 17. 


M‘FapyEAN—McCormick.—On Saturday, Sept. 11, 
1920, at Holy Trinity Church, Haverstock Hill, N.W., 
by the Rev. B. Saunders Lloyd, Ba., Rector of 
St. James’s, Garlichythe, E.C., assisted by the Rev. 
Mark Johnson, M.aA., Vicas of Holy Trinity, Haverstock 
Hill, N.W., and the Rev. ugh Glaisyer, M.A., 
Kenneth M‘Fadyean, M.R.C.s., L.R.C.P., youngest son of 
Sir John and Lady M‘Fadyean, College House, Gt. Col- 
lege St., N.W., to Elsie, youngest daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. McCormick, Windermere Lodge, Winder- 
mere Avenue, Finchley, N. noe 








OBITUARY. 


Ropert Morris, M.R.c.v.s., Wick, Caithness. 
Graduated, Edin: April 1863. 


Mr. Morris, died at his residence, Reiss Lodge, on 
Thursday, 2nd September, in hist seventy-eighth year. 
A son of the late John Morris, farm manager, Bilbster, 
he was for some time land steward to the late Sir 
George Dunbar, Bart., of Hempriggs. Asa _ vice-presi- 
dent of the Caithness Agricultural Society and as a 
president of Caithness Horse Breeding Association he 
was widely known throughout the country. He 
was public inspector under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts for the long period of forty-five years, and was 
presented with an illuminated address by the County 
Council on the jubilee of his appointment. Mr. 
Morris was one of the leading figures in agricultural 
circles at Caithness, and was held in high esteem 
and respect. A daughter and two sons survive.—W.B.A. 


P. LAURENCE EDWARD, M.R.C.V.S. (Sydney, N.S.W.) 
Lond : July, 1907 


FRANK BAZLEY, M.R.C.V.8, Deviz2s, Wilts. 
Lond : April 1884. 
Mr. Bazley’s death occurred on Saturday, 11th inst., 





Messrs. T. & H. Smith, Ltd., Edinburgh, gave an 
instructive and excellent display of alkaloids in crystal- 


at his residence, 5 Estcourt Street ; aged 59. 
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Arsenical Sheep Dip. 


At the meeting of Leicestershire County Council on 
28th ult., a number of farmers protested in vehement 
language about hundreds of sheep being killed with ar- 
senic, through, it was alleged, official blundering A new 
Order has just come into operation for all the sheep in 
Leicestershire and Northants to be dipped twice within 
14 days. The sheep dips are highly impregnated with 
arsenic, and they are labelled “ Not to be applied twice 
within 18 days.” The object of the dippings is to eradi- 
cate sheep scab, when the fleeces are ent after shear- 
ing, but it is claimed that there is no sheep scab in 
Leicestershire, and for a long period the only cases have 
been imported. 

Mr. Pochin, who raised the protest against the double 
d pping Order, which came into force the day after it | 
was issued, said he knew personally of 35 valuable sheep, | 
each worth £6 or £7, which had been killed by the dip- 
ping, and on one farm the dead sheep had to be carted 
away. 








| Mr. Alsebrook confirmed these allegations, and stated 

that he had seen dead sheep being carted away in loads. 
The Farmers’ Union had protested in vain, the Board of 
Agriculture taking no notice of their appeal. The 
makers of the dip had it distinctly stated on the labels 
that it was dangerous to the animals if used twice with- 
in eighteen days. 

Mr. Kendall, a magistrate, declared that he would de- 
fy the Order rather than kill his sheep by complying 
with it. 

Sir Arthur Hazelrigg declared that it was the height 
of folly to pretend to cure sheep of a disease they did 
not have by killing them with deadly poison. _ 

A resolution was carried unanimously <alling upon 
the Ministry of Agriculture to revise the Order in view 
of the large number of sheep killed, and that the re- 
vision be issued at once. Further, it was claimed that 
the farmers be compensated for the loss which they had 
sustained through complying with the Order. 

It was stated that several thousand sheep have been 
affected. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 












































Rabies. Foot- - 
— hemos. | Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t — Swine Fever. 
Cases |— —} Disease, —— ange. 
. Confrmd) Ont-| Ani-| | | Out- | Ani-| 50. | qj [Sheep] | _ 
Period. 2 Se breaks| mals, | Out- | Ani- breaks) mals. |, -.04,| mais.| 8°8>-| Out- | Slangh- 
Ey FS a reaks| mals, . breaks | tered. * 
1A Jodi} (a) (2) (b) () Lol @ | F 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Sept. 11] 2 | 10 | 11 1 | 37 43 9 27 13 
: 1919 2 2] 3l 1} 33! 90 2 38 16 
en 1918 | 3 | 3 1 1} 30] 52 1 22 6 
ee toe oa) is} of 4) 15 | 8 
Total for 37 weeks, 1920 | 12 505 | 370 | 73 | 9559] 10] 17.) 3080 | 5136] 305] 1457 | 5&2 
1919 [141| 3]142 | 188 | 27 | 1588] 19| 47] 4098 | 8249] 224] 1613 723 
Ss 1918 | 1 186 | 214 24| 6613516 | 6843} 255] 1039 410 
pe 1917 338 | 396 19 | 38] 1919 | 3691 | 399] 1753 75 




















(a Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 14, 1920 




















+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 






































| | Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended Sept. 4. ove | | 1 7 
1919 ... |... | pee 1 3 1 2 
Corresponding Week in ; 1918 ove | cee 1 1 4 5 
Men 1917 od cot Se? a co OO ae eee 
Total for 86 weeks, 1920 wn 1 ? 1 | 3 84 202 8 25 
1919 ... eee eee ese 1 | 1 124 175 26 76 
Corresponding period in { 1918 ... 2 2 ‘ ove ond 88 204 21 63 
1917... 3 5 1 1 39 276 182 1073 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 6, 1920. 
TRELAND. Outbreaks 
Week ended Sept. 11. 1 15 
Corresponding | Lene : : . . 
—— 1917 5] 8 6 
Total for 37 weeks, 1920 1 1 eee | l 3 &5 217 8 25 
ae tte gee 1 1 126 177 29 | 78 
ar ee 1918... | 2 | 2 ae ee ga 208 21 63 
- 1917... 3 5 1 1 39 281 185 | 1079 
































a of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 13, 1920 
Norz.—The * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 


figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


